
City of Will�s Pump Track Pr�osal
What is a pump track?

By definition - “A pump track is a continuous circuit of dirt rollers, berms, and jumps that loops back on itself, allowing you to 
ride it continuously.” 
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City of Will�s Pump Track Pr�osal
Proposed Location

  City owned property on the corner of N. Butte Street and French St. (See below image)
  City Parcel ID - 0053630090, 0053630100, 0053630110
  Zoning - CG
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Why Willows Wants a Pump Track
1. The community gets a valuable asset at a low cost
Contrary to building an concrete park, building permits and contractors are not required to build a pump track. A pump track consists of soil and grass. 
It is constructed using the shovels and elbow grease of volunteers who put in whatever time they can during our build days. Yes, the whole track is built 
by volunteers! It is built and maintained by the very people who will be riding their bikes there everyday. For the heavy duty soil moving, the use of one 
small tractor could help speed things along, and we all know there is no shortage of tractors in Willows! 

2. All ages and skill levels can learn in the same location
Pump tracks are not too intimidating for a beginner or too easy for a professional rider. The proposed site for the pump track is large enough to create a 
separate kids zone where parents can walk with their kids over the features. So everyone gets to enjoy it!

3. Pump tracks create a fun and positive atmosphere
This is a place where people want to be. Kids hold birthday parties at pump tracks on a regular basis. Adults will show up on their lunch breaks and after 
work get a few laps in before dark, its an amazing workout! Riders of all ages come on the weekends and stay for hours on end. On the whole, this will 
be a place to enjoy the simple sport of cycling and in doing so create a unique social setting for building friendships and new acquaintances.

4. Many people can use a pump track without disturbing the neighbors
Two types of noises are emitted from a pump track; bikes and voices. Tires rolling on soil create a surprisingly low level of noise. 

5. The community gets a valuable asset without emitting a lot of pollution
No concrete needs to be used to build a pump track. Compare that with a concrete or paved park and the difference in carbon dioxide emission is 
significant. 

6. Pump tracks are fun!
Riding pump tracks gets you in shape because you train skills and fitness in a fun way. Pump tracks are a good tool to promote physical activity in your 
town.

7. Economics
It has been my experience that if this is done right, people from outside the area will go out of their way to come to this park and take advantage of our 
local businesses.

8. Proposed location
The proposed location is ideal for several reasons including the following. There are no youth activities available on the North side of Wood St and this 
brings a unique and fun activity that the whole family can enjoy. The proposed project does not require any permanent structures to be built which is 
very low cost. All liability for the park can fall under the cities existing park and recreation insurance policies. The location is also accessible by bike from 
almost anywhere in Willows.
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Proposed Location
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Example Layout

Required Setback

Covered Picnic Tables

Existing Sidewalk

Existing Trees

Novice/Small Child Course

Portable Toilet
(Small Cement Slab)

Raised Start Area
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My Final Thoughts
I have been involved in the planning and completion of many of these bike parks in various cities. As mentioned above there are many positive 
aspects to having a park like this in our community. 

Based on my past experience the construction of the bike park can be completed almost 100% through volunteer work and donations.  I also believe 
that we should open the park using a portable toilet rather than building a brick and mortar restroom, at least for the short term. This will help keep 
costs down, prove that the concept works and gives us time to plan a second phase if the concept proves to be successful.  I already have commit-
ment from Lannie's Septic Service that they will donate and maintain the portable toilet for us.

I have over 25 years of experience working in the cycling industry and have seen these types of parks explode all over the country.  These parks 
bring families together, its a great alternative to some of the sports that are available to our youth and it has potential to help the local economy if we 
do it right.

One other benefit to these types of bike parks is the fact that if the community gets bored with the layout, its made of dirt so we can redesign the 
course and build the excitement back into it. Its very organic that way!

I am willing to help coordinate the efforts to get the park built, which includes the planning and organizing the volunteers.  If there are any questions I 
can help answer, please reach out to me and I would be happy to have a discussion.

Regards,
Hilgard Muller (AKA Hil)

  


